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EDITORIAL

THE CHRONICLE
Issue 351

May 2015

Well some positive feedback from the question posed last month “does anybody actually read this”
In reality not everybody will read it, as not everybody uses the pub or goes to church we all make
choices. Those that took the time to respond either directly, e mail or text thanks.

What seems to have become a village perennial, (if that’s the right word, I’'m not a gardener!) the
allotment muckheap has made it presence known again, either by position or smell I’'m not sure.
Anyway there are mutterings of nefarious goings on and people helping themselves to portions (a

portion of dung the mind boggle) a prominent local Councillor has offered to make these deliveries in
his tractor.

I don’t know about anybody else but it seems wrong to me that with all the polls predicting a very
close election we are effectively disenfranchised by the apparent tradition of the major parties not
fielding a candidate against the Speaker. Although interestingly major parties in various parts of the
UK stood against the Speaker in the 1974, 1979, 1987, 2001 & 2005 elections!

I know our travel correspondent (Chesh) is off again soon, so no doubt more tales from the high seas
in future editions. We may also lay claim to a foreign correspondent soon, Capt. Jens Martin is
bobbing up and down in the seas off Teheran for a couple of months and may send the odd despatch.
His first brief missive was that he’d been given a warfare survival guide.... In Farsi! Apparently he’s
grateful for the pictures.

Due to school holidays rather than get our usual contributors to submit early can I have any
submissions by 27" May and will aim to distribute during the first week in June, thanks

As ever thanks to Phil Spooner for the front cover photo, not sure if he’s pleased about the arrival of
spring or was thinking about his Sunday lunch!

Phil Corrigan
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Sun 3rd

Tues 12%

Thurs 14™

Sunday 17

Thurs 21%

Thurs 28

OTHER DATES: Open Gardens
Sunday 3™
Monday 25"

Sunday 31*%
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What’s on in May

Rambling Club
Evensong
Mobile library

Rambling Club AGM

Coffee Shop

Bingo

breakfast in Village Hall
Followed by family service

Village footpath walk

Coftee Shop

Whist Drive

Coffee Shop

Ascot

Nether Winchendon

The Claydons east

The Chronicle

Wolverton 2pm
St James 6pm
The Green 10.30

13 Moorland Wing 8pm

Village Hall 10-12pm

Village Hall 7.30pm
9.30-10am
10-10.30

the Green 2pm

Village Hall 10-12pm

Village Hall 7.30pm

Village Hall 7.30 pm
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Painting &
Decorating
Service’s
Free Quote’s:
Please Call: Adrian
Tel: 01296 688429

Mobile: 07986 597013
bystra@btinternet.com

www.ambdecorate.co.uk

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams

v’ Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

v Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207

e s s .
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20™ APRIL, 2015-04-21

I think that last month I wrote that we needed rain. Tt’s difficult to believe that a month has passed
with no significant rainfall - we are forecast some for the coming weekend — my goodness me we
certainly need it. The spring flowers and blossom all look wonderful as they have not been physically
damaged by rain or hail and no significant frosts have harmed them, What a Spring! Ihave spent all
my life living and working in the English countryside and yet it can still leave me speechless with its
beauty.

The warm weather has also seen the very early arrival af Swallows — I consider April 22" to be the
usual dale on which I see my first Swallows of the year. This year I was telephoned on the 8* by
triumphant Kate telling me there was a Swallow on the wires by her house — that did seem early.
However, I can report that at least 2 frogs turned up to our little pond last month and that on 14 April
tadpoles had broken free from spawn and were swimming freely — again much earlier than usual.

Have you noticed the new Badger excavations right beside the road over Lines Hill? It is partially
hidden by a bramble bush on the left as you drive down,to Weedon. Now, over the years I have had a
few problems with sheep and Badger setts and I am curious about the repercussions of the latest
expansion Badger housing. Badger setts are protected by law — not only should no-one interfere with
a sett but a farmer is not allowed to encroach within 50 metres of a sett with heavy machinery. It
follows, therefore, that Lines Hill should be closed to all traffic while Brock has his home under the
road, or perhaps we should be issued with licences to allow us to drive over a Badger sett!

I learnt at the weekend that Moles are a protected species in Germany and that the only sure way of a
German protecting his garden from mole damage is to bury mole proof wire netting 2 ; feet deep all
round the garden. Wow — surely moles aren’t rare over there are they? What about rats — are they
allowed to trap rats? It all gets rather silly doesn’t it.

What a spring for lambs — plenty of young clean grass producing milk from the ewes and no cold wet
weather to hamper their growth. It may yet be that farmers lambing in May see the worst weather for
young lambs. We always said sunshine makes the lambs grow and that is about right.

There’s the magnolia (magnolia as a friend called it) in front of the Old House. A particular
blackthorn in Bellinghams fields absolutely solid with blossom as white as driven snow, which would
grace the best of gardens; a small delicate cherry tree in the arboretum in the Grove behind the Abbey
~ lovely blossom, perfectly shaped tree; three young Gloucester cattle in a nice paddock at Lower
Burston; a more likely choice for the coveted award is that relatively rare sight of a herd of milking
cows enjoying the sunshine and spring grass. Turning out time (cows come out from winter quarters
into grazing fields) was always a red letter day on the farm. The times John and I have stood together
watching the cows enjoying their spring freedom — we relished the moment as much as they did.

Star Prize — no way to choose so let’s Just say spring in the Aston Abbotts countryside — it can’t be
bettered.

Peter
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When you instruct us we will donate £1OO
to a local charity, school, youth club or church group
the day the related sale completes or tenancy begins

SUBJECT TO
CONTRACH

Our business is bui on
e sapport of Hhe local
commanities in which we work.
We \rm“ld appreciate
Hhis support and in
vehurn we like 4o give

AYLESBURY something back. WING
%1]62596 110200 01296 688889
Lettings WINSLOW

01296 710202 01296 714081

www.hartwellpartnership.co.uk
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COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS

What a wonderful time of the year, you can actually see the Spring Barley from germination
to 4 inches high in a few days, one day the arable field is light brown, and two days later pale
green, and they two more days it becomes a darker green. My Grass tenant Bill Rawding, has
moved his ewes and lambs into my small grass paddock near the house, so [ can keep an eye
on them, and to date we have had little fox trouble and no dog problems. Only last week, the
field behind the church, off the High street in Wing, a sheep farmer had a ewe with her throat
ripped out in the early morning, and the perpetrators disappeared. One of the unseen benefits
of having Game keepers on The Ascott Estate is to keep the fox population in control , now
that hunting has taken a backseat , apart from the occasional lamb, a fox likes nothing better
than pet rabbit, juicy Guinea pig or a young inexperienced cat. Therefore people that feed
foxes need to get real and understand that the countryside is not a giant theme park, but a
working, living environment, the same applies to people who feed badgers. While on that
subject, Bill has also moved 38 beautiful young store cattle into the grass field against the
Leighton road. Although I spend much time in the evenings watching them, I have to say,
they are beggars when it comes to pushing the fencing over, while trying to graze the young
blackthorn and hawthorn bushes, the other side. Also please don’t walk your dog (on a lead
of course!!!) though my grass fields for the next few weeks, these young cattle have been
yarded over the winter and have now got their freedom, they are inquisitive and excitable and
the sight of a dog (especially a black one) would cause what I call the” Serengeti syndrome “,
when their ancient survival instincts cut in, and the dog becomes a potential predator, with
sometimes disastrous consequences!! Last Saturday afternoon, I saw my first pair of
Swallows flying around the yard, the car shall have to come out of the garage shortly, to
avoid the aerial paint stripper, and make sure we have enough muddy puddles for nest
building. Spring heralds my campaign against magpies, some of you might view these birds
as extremely clever mythological creatures, shrouded in the dark arts, decorating their nests
with shiny objects, I, and many other folk born and brought up in the countryside, view them
as prolific egg thieves and killers of fledgling song birds, whose parents have fed all winter,
on our bird tables. They shall work their way down a hedge, stealing the eggs, killing young
chicks, especially black birds, despite all the alarm calls of the fraught parents. I am afraid
Jays aren’t much better, but they do plant many acorns that they forget about, and later grow
to oak saplings. Now that I have upset most of the RSPB members in the village, I shall go
and hide. James.

James Henderson
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ADAM BARNFATHER
GARDEN DEVELOPMENTS Ltd.
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPE DESIGN / CONSULTANCY
HARD / SOFT LANDSCAPING
GARDENS FOR THE DISABLED
SENSORY GARDENS

PATIOS / WALLS / RETAINERS
TURFING / TOP SOIL SUPPLIERS
PLANTING SCHEMES / PLANT SUPPLIERS
TREE SURGERY / STUMP GRINDING
WATER FEATURES / PONDS

GARDEN TIDY UPS / SITE CLEARANCE
GARDEN LIGHTING

DRIVEWAYS

DRAINAGE / IRRIGATION

ALL TYPES OF FENCING

“LANDSCAPING THE COMMUNITY?
Please contact us on:
TEL: 01296 682324 / 07702 887593
Email: gardendevelopments2@btinternet.com
Web: www.gardendevelopments.com

P . /o
-/ Registered Member {,/ P
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ALLOTMENT DIARY

Well, Spring is well and truly sprung, and there has been a burst of activity on the allotments
while allotmenteers dig their plots over ready for the current season’s planting. I have been
very impressed by the way that a number of the new members of the allotments, who took
plots on the strip of land added to the allotments last year, have got their plots into shape.
Considering they all started with what had been weed-invested meadow-land they have done
extraordinarily well. Despite predictions to the contrary, room has been found on Simon and
Mike’s allotment for a heap of muck for general use, and I would like to thank them for this
on behalf of myself and other allotment-holders

My new seeds have now been acquired, and it now remains to be seen whether they do what
it says on the packet. Each year I like to try something a bit out of the ordinary, and this year,
carrot fly permitting, I am growing some purple carrots. Interestingly, when carrots first
arrived in the country, they were coloured purple. The plant is believed to have originated in
the Afghanistan area about 5,000 years ago. Ancient Egyptian temple drawings from about
2,000 BC show a purple vegetable, which is believed to be a carrot; but there is no reference
to carrots in texts from the period. (Plant historians have the additional problem that until the
last few hundred years, writers seem to have confused carrots and parsnips, despite the
difference in size and colour). However, it is certain that the vegetable was known to the
ancient Greeks and Romans: Pliny refers to carrots in his writings, and the Emperor Tiberius
was said to be very fond of carrots.

The reason why most modern carrots are orange is that when they were introduced into
northern Europe in the 15th and 16" centuries, they were cultivated most successfully in
Holland, where orange was the colour of the Dutch royal family (and is of course still very
much the national colour today). Growers found that they could grow varieties of carrots
which were orange in colour, and therefore concentrated on these to the exclusion of the old
purple varieties. Given the choice between orange and purple carrots, the patriotic Dutch
housewife would clearly go for orange every time. It is only in recent years that purple
carrots (and varieties coloured yellow and white) have started making a comeback.

Other non-standard vegetables that 1 shall also be growing include purple dwarf beans,

yellow courgettes, round cucumbers and, largely because I think they are so beautiful,
Romanesco cauliflowers.

As the Times put it very topically recently; it’s typical that they come over here from Europe,
eating our onions and garlic, and before you know what has happened, they are taking over!
No, I haven’t been converted to UKIP, I am not speaking about east European immigrants,
but about allium leaf miner flies. Until I read the article, I had never heard of them, but I
gather that this fly has now made into 7" place in the top ten in the list of British gardeners’
worst enemies! It is a fly which comes from central Europe, and was first seen in the UK in
2002. Its maggots burrow into the leaves and stems of plants in the onion family, which is
bad enough; but rot then sets in as secondary infection from fungi and bacteria. I am happy to
say I have never suffered from it, but its high place in this list suggests it is only a question of
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However, the main pests on the list are still, as you might expect, slugs and snails. Number 2 was
something called wine weevil — which [ presume only affects vines and is not a problem for vegetable
gardeners; followed by three pests that again I have never heard of (but that is not a very high bar) —
cushion scale, lily beetle and rosemary beetle. Aphids, which I thought would be higher, only come in
at number 6, and there is no room in the top ten for the cabbage white butterfly, nor the carrot fly — 1
presume because this is a list voted for by all gardeners, and not just vegetable gardeners.

Peter Shorrock

T e s
The Jewellervy Lady

Dear Astornians,

‘Holy Cow!! Home’ are physical now! As well as being online,
we have moved into rear of The Jewellery Lady shop.

The shop has quirky handmnmade gifts and scents for your home
anrnd all occasion_jewellery, handbags and scarves_for youw

wWe’ll apply a 1026 discount ore all purchases wontil the end of
Juwrne 2014. Just mention that yow ve seern owr advert.

To have a mooch arownd, come auond visit s at:
S Cambridge Street,
Aylesbuory,
HP=zo 1 RS

Website: wwrw. holycowhome.co.wlke
wrawrw faceboolk.com/holycowhome
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The sstonians Part §

Yoscell 's willy and the Plckle slicer
Contains some strong Astonpete

AU characters are ficfional and hold no-associafion fo-anyone

Doing my bit for the older generation, I went to see Mrs Speigleberger, Aston Abbott’s only
Jewish resident, only to be told another yarn concerning her late husband and his friend
Yossel Zelkovitz.

“Many years ago Yossel worked in a Polish pickle factory,” She said. “For many years he
had a powerful, almost uncontrollable desire to put his penis in the pickle slicer already.
Unable to stand it any longer he finally sought professional help from the factory counsellor.

After six weeks of intense therapy however, the frustrated counsellor gave up. Frustrated he
told Yossel to go ahead and do it; otherwise he would probably never have any peace of
mind. So the next day Yossel came home from work very early. His wife, Sacha, became
alarmed and wanted to know what had happened.”

(I was subconsciously holding my genitals in the cradle of my hand whilst listening to this
gruesome story.)

She continued, “For the first time, Yossel tearfully confessed to her his tormenting desire to
put his penis in the pickle slicer. He went on to explain that he finally went ahead and did it
and he was immediately dismissed.

Sacha gasped and ran over to her husband. She quickly yanked his pants down only to find a
normal, completely intact penis. She looked up and said, ‘I don't understand Yossel. What
about the pickle slicer already?’

Yossel replied, "I think she got the sack too!

Oh how we laughed. Mrs Speigleberger is so full of bullshit about her late husband.
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Private Hire
Friendly local family business. Est: 1986.

Male & Female Drivers
Cars & Drivers licensed by AVDC
Mercedes Executive vehicles carrying up to 8 passengers
Airports & Corporate events a speciality
All major credit & debit cards accepted
On-line / Email / Telephone booking
No job too big or small
All local drivers
Specialist London drivers upon request
Wedding & Prom service

T: 01296 688 739

E: bridget@wingcars.co.uk
W: www.wingcars.co.uk
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2015

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON
WEDNESDAY 20 MAY AT 8PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.

AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To approve minutes of meeting held on 14** May 2014
3. Matters arising

4. County Council, District Council and Police reports
5. Annual report from the Parish Council Chairman

6. Village Activity Reports — including Village Postie

7. Village Plan - Action Plan Committee

8. Fete 2014 and 2015 - Distribution of profits.

9. A.OB.

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN US.
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Aston Abbotts Parish Council

Summary of Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 8" April 2015

Present: - Clir’s P Shorrock (Chair), Mrs J Hardcastle, Mrs K Curry, P Spooner, C Higgs, B Carvey, R Clarke,
County Clir. Mrs N Glover, District Cllr. P Cooper, P Braton (Clerk), and 2 members of the public.

t was noted that we had heard nothing further regarding the Royal Oak and the repairs to the Bus shelter had been
completed. There were no volunteers for a celebration to mark the 70™ Anniversary of the Czech Ambassador’s
association with the village so unfortunately there would be no event.

The Clerk advised he had received an email regarding the condition of a Cherry tree and various other trees around The
Green. It was AGREED Clir Clarke would contact the resident and agree the action required.

Transparency Code — We had also received confirmation that a new Transparency code for smaller authorities will come
into force from the 1% April and this impacted on us. Council would now have to publish various information on a

publicly accessible free of charge website. The Clerk had a copy of the document if any Councillor wished to read or it
was available on the following link

https://www.gov.uk/eovernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/388541/TransparencyCodeforSmallerAuth
orities.pdf

County Councillor: Mrs. N Glover presented her report that included the following: Residents are being asked for their
feedback on proposed revisions to library opening times — comments can be made via www.bucksce.gov.uk/haveyoursay.
BCC have set up a Social Work Academy with the aim to help to overcome the national shortage in social workers for
children and families. Residents have also been warned to take care over how they dispose of hot embers after three fires
at Bucks. Household recycling centres, believed to have been caused by hot ash in the waste containers. Finally anyone
interested in working as an apprentice and how to apply can call 01296 383470, email inbusiness@buckscc.gov.uk or visit
www.adultlearningbcc.ac.uk

District Councillor: P Cooper reported that with the upcoming Election it was relatively quiet, never the less the
Broadband upgrade was switched on last week although there was an issue with the box at the Wingrave crossroads,
however this was hopefully being resolved shortly. It appeared that whoever held the majority after the next election a
move towards a Unitary Council would be investigated as a study had been commissioned. It was also hoped that the Vale
of Aylesbury Plan scheduled date of 2017 could be brought forward if at all possible

Village Plan Action Committee — Clir. Shorrock reported no volunteers had come forward and it was AGREED that the
issue would be raised at the forthcoming Annual Village/Parish meeting and it was hoped people could be encouraged to
be a part of the Action Committee.

Annual Village/Parish meeting — The Agenda for the above meeting was would contact the relevant persons to update
the village on the various activities at the meeting. Cllr Carvey volunteered to Chair the meeting in Clir Shorrock’s
absence.
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Local Area Forum — Clir Clarke reported that following representations made at the recent LAF meeting it had been
agreed that Highways would look at gritting Moat Lane for next year. In relation to the MVAS signs for speed awareness,
the LAF had agreed to look at purchasing a 4™ sign and Aston Abbotts would then be included in the villages that had
access to the signs. There may be some associated costs and County Cllr. Glover would contact the relevant individual.
The next stage would be a survey of suitable locations at the 3 entry points to the village.

Neighbourhood Plan — Clir Shorrock had circulated a report/summary on Neighbourhood Plans and a meeting had been
arranged with Jean Fox of Community Impact Bucks to answer Councillors questions.

Rural Exception Scheme — There was nothing further to report at this time. Clir Carvey was disappointed the results of
the survey had not been published in the Chronicle. It was agreed that a link would be provided via the Village Postie to

the survey, however as not all residents were on the mailing list there would be some who would be unaware of the
results.

Resilliance Planning — Clir Carvey raised the matter of a plan that village were required to keep in the event of a major
emergency. The Clerk believed as we were smaller Parish we were able to avoid the necessity to develop such a plan,

however we had to appoint a point of contact in the case of such an emergency and this was currently Clir Clarke. The
Clerk would check to ensure his understanding was still correct.

Recreation Ground Shed — The door to the shed on the Recreation Ground had been damaged in the recent winds and it

was RESOLVED that ClIr Clarke would obtain quotes for the work and was authorised to place the work up to a figure of
£150.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 27% May 2015 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall.

discussed and it was AGREED the Clerk would forward to Clir Spooner for inclusion on the website and the Village
Postie. Additionally Clir Shorrock

VILLAGE FETE 25 July 2015

Tradition dictates that the Aston Abbotts fete takes place on the
Saturday nearest to the Festival of St. James which is 25t July.
This year the 25™ is a Saturday so the 2015 fete day is set.

So now is the time to get those diaries and calendars (paper or

electronic) that Santa so thoughtfully left you for Christmas and make a
note of the date. ‘

If you are inclined to spring clean between now and then please put
those unwanted books or presents and surplus knick-knacks to one side
for us to collect before the fete.

If you can help, either on the day or with distribution of raffle tickets or
collecting stuff for the stalls in the weeks before the fete then give me a
call on 681952 or email ukdavidgray@gmail.com Thanks
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Letters Page

CHURCH BELLS

Occasionally we have visiting ringers who come and ring our bells for % hour or thereabouts. This
month we have two unusual visits.

Monday 4" May a “Cycle and Ring” event has been organized and Aston Abbotts bells may be rung
intermittently from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

Saturday 9 May a “Striking” competition for the local branch of the ringers association has been
delegated to Aston Abbotts. 6 teams should compete — each ringing for about 10 minutes from 4 —
5p.m. Two judges will sit outside the church in a car to decide the most skilled team.

Just so you know what is going on in the weird world of bellringing.

Peter

THINKING OF LETTING

OR SELLING?

This is your personal invitation to receive a
Free Valuation of your property and to discuss the marketing of
your home with one of our experienced Directors.

L mortimers

To accept this invitation simply telephone or call in to our office to arrange a

convenient appointment. Call 01296 398555 or visit www.mortimersaylesbury.co.uk
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AYLESBURY WATERSIDE THEATRE - SUMMER 2015

Aylesbury Waterside Theatre has kindly offered a pair of Press Tickets
for each of the shows listed below.
The tickets are free and you will usually be offered a programme and a
drink during the interval. If you would like to enter the draw for any or all
of the shows listed then either send me an email to
johnhardcastle@me.com

or post a note through my door at Marloes, Lines Hill.

The draw for each show takes place two weeks prior to the show date.

May
2015

Show Date & Time
SEX IN SUBURBIA SUN 26 APR
Starring Claire Sweeney 7.30PM
OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR TUE 28 APR
Starring Wendi Peters 7.30PM
TUE 5 MAY
AVENUE Q 7 30PM
WED 13 MAY
BILLY JOEL SONGBOOK 7 30PM
FRI 29 MAY
ONE NIGHT OF ELVIS 7 30PM
SAT 6 JUN
ILLEGAL EAGLES 7 30PM
THU 11 JUN
THE CHICAGO BLUES BROTHERS 7 30PM
FRI 12 JUN
THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC 7 30PM
CHUCKLES OF 0Z SAT 13 JUR
EAST IS EAST MON 22 JUN
Starring Pauline McLynn 7.30PM
THU 16 JUL
AN EVENING OF DIRTY DANCING 7 30PM
THU 13 AUG
BASIL BRUSH > 30PM
VINCENT & FLAVIA THU 17 SEP
World Premiere 7.30PM
WED 23 SEP
JERSEY BOYS 7 30PM

The Chronicle
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PILATES CLASSES

in Wingrave

Mbndays -9.30am
(The Methodist Church)

Fridays - 9.30am & 10.45am
(The Community Centre)

SMALL CLASSES = more individual tuition

All classes are pre-booked
£8 per class — men & women welcome
All equipment supplied

TASTER SESSIONS AVAILABLE

Please call Andrea on 07855 138 005
Email: andrea@naturalpilates.co.uk

WWW natoTElipizies. oo 0k

(reviews also available on facebook - natural pilates)

The Chronicle
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The Arty Bits .....Books.....Music....Theatre...Travel & Food
Book Club

Do No Harm by Henry Marsh

It was with some trepidation that | chose a “medical” book for March’s book club title. It was
brought to my attention by Les who had heard about a short listed Costa biography award
book by a medic. The book’s sub-title, “Stories of Life, Death and Brain Surgery”, caused me
to have some concerns on two counts. Firstly, the potential for causing a huge grimace, “not
another blood and gore” book, was high. Secondly, there is always the danger of touching
unknown sensitive areas for any reader. However, my personal interest in this subject area
won the day.

The book’s chapters are divided into sometimes near unpronounceable diagnoses of specific
neurological conditions. Although challenging, | don’t feel that this put readers off, though |
did have to read out the correct pronunciation of some terms. For me, the fact that Henry
was training at a very similar time to myself, did remind me of issues, events and stories from
my own experience. The overwhelming impact of the book was not so much the vast range
of conditions that might affect our brains. Rather it was the immense enthusiasm, warmth,
belief that he could make a difference and yet a continuing awareness that the slip of a knife
could result in lifelong disability or worse. Indeed, Marsh says that some disability can be
much worse than death.

Also echoing my own journey through the NHS, Marsh highlights the current trends of
management targets, following protocols, health and safety, limited resources and clinical
governance. All these seem to be overwhelming the NHS and “do nothing for patient care”.
All this has to be put into the context of his being a surgeon, always noted for their

independence and forthright views. Indeed, one reader felt that the author came across as
pompous.

Despite some misgivings from myself and some other readers at the outset, the majority of
readers felt this to be an enjoyable, informative and very interesting choice.

Val Smith
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Malala: The Girl th Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the
Taliban by Malala Yousafzai

Malala is an extremely courageous, insightful and inspirational young girl who, from the age
of 11 years onwards, has been striving to gain education and other human rights for
oppressed women.

Her story commences with an account of her family and a description of her life living in
poverty in the Swat Valley, in Pakistan: it covers both pre- and post- Taliban eras. Her
father, an influential schoolteacher, is unrepresentative of many people living in that area:
the birth of Malala, his daughter was, for example, greeted with pride and excitement rather
than the more typical expression of ‘disappointment’ that his first-born was not a son.
Malala’s father clearly influenced the development of her thinking and, from an early age,
she was exposed to attitudes to women’s education which were in stark contrast to those of
many in that region. The attitudes to women and the atrocities and events she describes are
extremely shocking.

Malala was returning home from school on the school bus one day when she was shot in the
head and almost died. Two of her close friends were shot at the same time. Malala being
close to death was flown to England for urgent specialist treatment, after which she made an
almost full recovery. She now continues her education and lives with her family in
Birmingham. She keeps in close contact with her friends in Swat whom she misses very
much but Swat remains far too dangerous a place for her to return to. The family
nevertheless all hope they will return to Swat one day.

Malala has become an international symbol for peace and human rights. As such, she has
been visited by world leaders, spoken at the United Nations and many other forums and is the
youngest person ever to have been awarded the Nobel Peace prize.

This is a moving story about one young person’s courage and Malala describes her
experiences without bitterness or anger. The Malala Fund has now been set up and was
inspired by her; this is a non-profit organisation which provides funds and aims to empower
girls through quality secondary education.

Ten people attended the meeting and apologies were received from absent members. Some
claimed the book ‘A really worthwhile read’. We also found it interesting to get an ‘insider’
perspective, as opposed to a western perspective, on the events. The comment was also made
that the description of so many different people in Swat became a little tedious and difficult
to follow at times.

Pam Hewitt
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Theatre & Music

THE RAT PACK VEGAS SPECTACULAR

I was the lucky one and won the press ticket for the show the Rat Pack, well I say lucky as you will
read it was not as good as I had hoped. But firstly some younger readers may not know who or what
the rat pack was so as way of introduction...

The Rat Pack was legendary for its Las Vegas Strip performances. For example, the marquee at the
Sands Hotel might read DEAN MARTIN—MAYBE FRANK—MAYBE SAMMY. Their
appearances were valuable because the city would flood with wealthy gamblers. Their act (always in
tuxedo) consisted of each singing individual numbers, duets and trios, along with seemingly
improvised slapstick and chatter. Their jokes revolved around adult themes, such as Sinatra's
womanizing and Martin's drinking, as well as Davis's race and religion. Sinatra and Martin supported
the civil rights movement and refused to perform in clubs that would not allow African-American or
Jewish performers. '

This show was billed as The Rat Pack Vegas Spectacular — featuring Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and
Sammy Davis jnr. Unfortunately ‘spectacular’ was not what was seen at Aylesbury theatre. The
back drop was just brown/grey, with films of the original stars, which did nothing to create a
razzmatazz feel. Another aspect that wasn’t perhaps the show’s fault, but the content has not aged
well. In the original Dean Martin would either be drunk, or act drunk, and I suppose in the 60s that
was perhaps seen as funny. He would always be holding a glass and stagger around the stage.
Rightly or wrongly this just didn’t seem funny anymore.

Of the singers, Dean Martin was the best followed by Frank and then Sammy. All the usual songs
were there such as Fly Me To The Moon, Under My Skin and Mr Bojangles, but I did feel the singers
were straining to sound like the originals. The small brass orchestra could have been made more of,
with just one small solo piece by the saxophone.

Lastly the theatre was poorly attended and that must make it hard for any performance to create an
atmosphere. There seemed to be times that it was embarrassing for the players as when they wanted
audience participation there was little to be seen.

So I loved the songs, but unfortunately that was about it. However, I must say thanks to John
Hardcastle for the tickets, I will certainly be applying for more shows!

Jackie Farrands
May
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Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v" Home Cooked Hams

v’ Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

v" Fruit & Veg

v" Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cubiington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207

I.I.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.

A ]

Aston Hoorin g

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMALALMAAAMAALALAAAAMMAAAAAAGLAAAAAAALMA
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More Theatre

SPAMALOT

We attended Monty Python's Spamalot at the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre on 13 April. This
is a musical comedy adapted from the film Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975) by Eric
Idle (lyricist) and John du Prez (composer). It parodies the story of the legendary King
Arthur's

quest to find the Holy Grail and was performed by a group on tour from the West End
travelling around the UK, including Milton Keynes later this year.

The show was very funny and full of clever jokes and references, some of which have clearly
been updated for example the reference to a certain (ex) Top Gear presenter and Mary Berry.
The lead role of King Arthur, played by Joe Pasquale a comedian and previous winner of
ITV's I'm a Celebrity. Get Me Out of Here, was hilarious and he was clearly at ease to ad lib.
Some of the references were adapted to the location and there was one point where the word

"Done" turns out to be a reference to seat D1 and led to audience participation from the
(un)lucky purchaser of this seat.

Unusually the band was situated right at the back behind the stage and so were only visible at
certain select moments of the performance. There were numerous songs with wide ranging
topics including the most famous "Always Look on the Bright Side of Life". Particularly
memorable were the performances by the Lady of the Lake (Sarah Earnshaw, best known as
Maggie from the BBC's Casualty). The Song That Goes Like This... begins with the words
"Once in every show, there comes a song like this, it starts off soft and low and ends up with
a kiss. Oh, where is the song that goes like this? ..." and continues hilariously mocking of the
type of music and style of such songs.

All in all it was an highly enjoyable evening and we were very grateful for the opportunity to
attend another of the Waterside Theatre's varied performances.

Gavin and Elvina
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e take pide in youw home

FOR ALL OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD CLEANING NEEDS

e YOUR LOCAL STEWKLEY BASED COMPANY

e DOMESTIC CLEANING — CHOOSE FROM
WEEKLY OR FORTNIGHTLY

o CARPET CLEANING & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING — FULLY QUALIFIED TECHNICIAN
e OVEN & HOB CLEANING — USING OUR DIP TANK & NON TOXIC BIOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS.
e FULLY INSURED

e ALL STAFF POLICE CHECKED

CONTACT CHRIS FOR MORE INFORMATION ON:
01525-240512 OR 07850-540393

EMAIL: chris@exquisitecleaning.co.uk
WWW.exquisitecleaning.co.uk

LOOKING FOR A DIFFERENT BREAK AWAY

Relax in a beautiful handcrafted cosy gypsy bow top sleeping two, set in a meadow with a small stream.
Sitting under the stars, toasting marshmallows on an open fire.

Your breakfast will be delivered to you in a hamper filled with home grown and locally sourced produce for you to enjoy
at your leisure.

We are set in the beautiful countryside of west Wales on a small holding of 28 acres, fourteen miles from the coastal town

of Aberaeron, we are within easy reach of woodland walks and cycle routes. We can also supply you with a picnic at extra
cost.

Price per night for two is £79.For more details ring Michelle or Leanne on 01974 821343 or 07792 557687 Web site
countryrosecarriages@yahoo.com
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Food our regular gourmand is back and an art exhibition review!

A Bacchanalian Adventure
Or 3 go mad (and over indulge) at Quaglinos

It was with some trepidation that I once again agreed to accompany my 2 fellow ‘bon viveurs’ on our
annual pilgrimage to the London Restaurant — Quaglinos.

As before we justified our trip by taking in a little culture prior to the main event of the day. Last year
we called into the David Bailey photo exhibition at the National Portrait gallery (one of our number

remains psychologically scarred to this day having encountered a full length nude photograph which
left nothing to the imagination!)

This year we decided to visit the Royal Academy and their ‘Rubens and His Legacy - Van Dyck to
Cézanne’ exhibition.

Billed as a “Royal Academy blockbuster which looks at the influence Peter Paul Rubens has had on
artists including Watteau, Turner, Delacroix and Cézanne.”

It has received mixed reviews — The Daily Telegraph describing it as “This superb exhibition (which)
demonstrates Rubens's reach into just about every area of art over the past four centuries” whereas
The Grauniad were a little less enthusiastic — “Rubens and His Legacy applies a simplistic theory and
smashes as much evidence as it can into its rigid, short-sighted argument that Rubens is the fons et
origo of almost everything painters have ever done”

Just goes to show you can’t please all the people all the time. I would, however, still recommend a
visit. (The exhibition finished some weeks ago Ed) You can hire a set of headphones which will give
you a running commentary as you pass into each room. It would be advisable to check that they are
plugged in properly — something that your dear editor failed to do for most of the time we spent there.
(I will admit to a technical mishap which thankfully I discovered before demanding a refund Ed)

Having sated our souls it was time for the next stage in our cultural experience — Quaglinos which
boasts that it is an “Upmarket European brasserie and seafood specialist, with live acts that draw a
dressed-up clientele”. Now at this point, dear reader, I must draw your attention to the last part of that
sentence — “dressed-up clientele” For, I had, prior to our entrance into the hallowed culinary halls,
had the misfortune to be constantly ridiculed by my fellow culture vultures on a particular shirt that I
was wearing — a rather pleasing Paul Smith number — as we entered the reception area the hostess
who greeted us exclaimed “ what a marvellous shirt your wearing sir, - I rest my case. (I think we
should photograph the shirt and put it to a public vote Ed)

On being shown to the bar area we started as we meant to go on and ordered a bottle of Veuve
Cliquot ‘Yellow Label’ Brut NV (apparently it has discreet aromas of vanilla and brioche — who
knew?) This went down a treat and we were then shown to our table.
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I ordered the Braised pork cheek, crispy ears, truffle mash and cider jus for my starter which was
excellent my fellow diners had Beetroot and orange gravadlax, yuzu (a far eastern citrus fruit),
cucumber and apple which was pronounced as very good. We accompanied this with a bottle of Pinot

Grigio Borgo delle Ocho 2013 from Friuli Venezia Giulia which an excellent choice from the
sommelier.

My main course was a superb Dover sole on the bone served meuniere (The word itself means
"miller's wife". Thus to cook something a la meuniére was to cook it by first dredging it in flour. A
meuniére sauce is a simple preparation—brown butter, chopped parsley, and lemon—and the name
refers to its unelaborate rustic nature.) The other main course chosen was the Wild sea bass, saffron &
tomato, Palourde Clams & artichokes pronounced excellent. All this was washed down with a
marvellous Sauvignon Blanc 2014 from Cloudy Bay, New Zealand.

We all decided that the cheese course was in order which turned out to be the only disappointing
choice of the day. The four pieces of cheese had been pre-portioned sometime before and was
consequently somewhat dry. We hid our disappointment by ordering a bottle of Pinot Noir ‘Reserve’,
Trimbach 2012 from Alsace. In fact it hid the ‘cheese plate let down’ so well that we ordered a

second! Finally (for purely health/digestive reasons) we finished the meal with a soupcon of
Armagnac — lovely!

All in all a brilliant day — my thanks to my fellow travellers for a memorable experience.

Au revoir mes amis or, as they say in France, Un bisou sur une joue Fait rougir les deux joues
A bient6t, j'espere

Noisy mug

Frankly I’ve no idea how he remembered the detail of the day, must have made notes! Ed
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The Village Hall

Detail Planning Consent was granted in November last year. The
consultants advising the Trustees have now gained approval from
Building Control. It is anticipated that a Quantity Surveyor will be able to
report on the anticipated costs by middle of May and have prepared the
documents that potential contractors will use to provide quotations.

It will soon be possible for applications to be made to potential funders.
Support from the village will be needed.

The Trustees are very keen that all interest groups in the village are
represented. If you would like to join the Committee please let me know.
Your input would be very welcome.

John Hardcastle

May
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Electrical

? ; | Contractors
Ltd

V7 Contact Dean
M\ 01296 - 712776
AN 07794 - 510980
N2 dean4832@aol.com

Replacement of old fuse boxes
Additional sockets and lights
Outdoor supplies to sheds, garages,
ponds etc
Replacement of faulty fittings
Storage heater replacement
Electrical wiring faults
Landlords’ electrical inspections
Free estimates
Part P approved electrician

ITG Motor Engineers
Aston Abbotts
For all servicing, repairs
(and the odd sales) of
cars, vans & motorcycles.

All MOT work undertaken
(I can also take your vehicle for an MOT
too)

Free collection &

delivery
within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts
I'm friendly, reliable & conscientious
and
have 30 years experience in the trade
and
I don't charge extortionate rates.

Please give me a try,
call Richard Upton, on
0776 966 8672

Get The Whole Job Done.

No more juggling workmen...

I can do the lot (and juggle too!)

)

Electrical, Plumbing, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors, Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted wardrobes, Maintenance, Small Building

Work.

Anything considered. Free Estimates
Chris Dowell (01296) 681109

/

Friendly and Professional service.

A
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4 Fulton Pet Care

Local Dog Walking, Pet
Sitting and Pet Care
Providers

Fulton Pet Care provides a safe and
nurturing culture for your pets to flourish,
by meeting their needs even in your
absence.

Free individual assessments and carefully
designed packages with quality time and
attention to offer your much-loved pet!

Call Hannah on: 07403396871

Visit : www.fultonpetcare.co.uk

Email: hfulton.petcare@gmail.com

THE DEFINI TWE EL,WS NIGHT

&4

May
2015

The Chronicle



Agricultural &

Horticultural Engineers
Mursley, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK17 OSA

. Slgmmn‘“

Tel:(01296) 720066
sales@rgcengineers.co.uk
www.rgcengineers.co.uk

Sales, Service & Repairs

Garden Tractors
Chainsaws * Strimmers
All Garden & Ground
Care Equipment

Compact Tractors, Quads etc.

to most leading
makes of machine.

Service & Repairs
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Pre-School

Wingrave Pre-School offers sessional care for 2 -5 year olds.

We operate from our own purpose built, state of the art setting, with one large main
room and a spacious outside area, adjoining Wingrave C. E. Combined School.
Wingrave Pre-School offers sessional care for 2-5 year olds.

Children’s learning is promoted in a friendly and fun atmosphere.

Government-funding now available for 2-4 year olds
Qualified staff — key worker appointed to each child.

We take new children at any point in the school year, just call or come and see us for
more information!

Session Times:
Morning sessions: daily, 9am — noon
Afternoon sessions: Tues, Wed and Thurs, noon — 3pm or 1pm - 3pm
Packed lunch session: daily, noon — 1pm

Contact: Kelly Targell - Pre-School Manager 01296 682217
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ASTON ABBOTT.

FABULOUSLY BRITISH

SUMMER BALL

IN AID OF
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

SATURDAY 11" JULY 2015

ENTERTAINMENT BY
SQUID
PIMMS ON ARRIVAL
SUMMER BUFFET
BAR
CHARITY AUCTION

BLACK TIE

6:30 PM START VENU

1:00 AM CARRIAGES TICKETS £55.00 THE FIRS FIE

WINGRAVE I
ASTON AB

CONTACT
FRANK MCMANUS 07771 882412
JOHN WHYTE 07988 001834
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Chureh Matters

The diary of St. James’s

At the Vestry Meeting on 15™ April Caroline Abel Smith, currently our only Churchwarden, agreed to
stand for another year. However she indicated that this would be her last year as Warden. So the
PCC will be fooking for another, preferably two peopie to be Churchwarden(s) in 2016. The Vestry
meeting was followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting at which Colin Higgs, long serving
member of the PCC stood down from the Committee (see article on Colin elsewhere in this edition).
However it was not all bad news as we welcomed Dr Elvina Chu to the PCC.

The Easter services were well attended and stories about eggs discussed with the congregation
young and old. It is the time of year where people make a special effort to remember departed
friends and family and ensure the Churchyard is looking its best. The new rota for mowing the grass
has at least one new name but there is always room for more. Contact Gordon Kemp (681763).

On the evening of Friday 27*" March the Village Hall was packed for the ever popular Beetle Drive
preceded by a Sausage & Mash supper. After a hard fought contest Pam Dixon came out as the top
scorer and was awarded the prize. No Beetles were harmed in the process but some of them looked
like they had been in a fight! Our thanks to April, Caroline, Ann, Anita and Colin for organising the
event and to Rev. Phil and wife Joy for compering the occasion. We raised £262 for Church funds.

The weather in March was kind to us and the task of refurbishing the boundary wall is now
complete. Our thanks to Rob O’Connell (07855 236726) for his neat work. In the end he replaced or
refaced over 450 bricks and rebuilt the pillar at the north end of the wall.

The problem of the hedge that surrounds the Allotments on two sides (along Wingrave Road and
down the narrow access road alongside No.1 Wingrave Road) persists.

In the last three years a number of contractors with the necessary machinery have been asked to
quote but most declined and the only formal estimate received was for £1,800, an outlay the PCC
could not justify considering we receive just £320 per year in rent from the Allotment holders. Finally
last year we managed to get a quote of £500 and the PCC set aside a budget for the work. However
2014 came and went with no sign of the hedge being cut and the contractor declining to answer the
phone or respond to texts.

In January this year the PCC received an urgent request to remove the ash tree in the hedge, the
roots of which had damaged the drains in the adjacent house. This cost the PCC £500 so the
allocated budget for the hedge was blown. So a member of the PCC set about doing the hedge by
hand this Spring and most of the hedge along Wingrave Road has now been cut. If anyone knows
someone with the right machinery that could cut the hedge in the future please let us know.

The Novice
May
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_Buckland Landscapes

Nursery Treesales Planting Moving Landscape supplies

Rooted in more than 20 years of landscape design, construction and
maintenance experience, Buckland Landscapes Ltd can bring creativity and
expertise as well as long term maintenance solutions to your landscapes.
In addition, we have our own 50 acre open grown tree nursery based in
Bushmead Road, Cublington, Nr Aylesbury.

Our website is comprehensive and very user friendly . Please take a look to see
the full range of services we are able to offer.

Whether you require garden design, hard or soft landscaping, or garden
maintenance, please do not hesitate to contact our office to arrange a
consultation on: 01296 680350 or email: info@buckland-landscapes.co.uk.

01296 680350

info@buckland-landscapes.couk
wwwbuckland-landscapes.couk
Home Farm, 61 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LY
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EVERYONE is INVITED to

our FIRST ASTON ABBOTTS

BREAKFAST SERVICE
on
SUNDAY 17" MAY at 9.30am
in the VILLAGE HALL
With lots of croissants/pains au chocolat and coffee to enjoy...

Followed by a short, joyful and informal service in Church.

For further information please contact Caroline Abel Smith on ®@681001
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Services at

Saint James Church - Aston Abbotts

May 2015
3" May 6.00pm Evensong Rev. Philip Derbyshir:
10" May |10.30am | Communion Rev. Peter Binns
17" May |9.30am Breakfast in the Village Hall
followed by a short Service
24" May | 10.30am | Communion Rev. Roger Hale
31 May | 10.00am | Communion at Stewkley

May
2015

We look forward to seeing you

100 Club Draw April 2015

1st Prize, £50: June Cox

2nd prize, £10: Andy Bystra

The Chronicle
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Dear friends,

The clocks went forward one hour and the weather seemed magically to warm up-----a lovely
foretaste hopefully of a long and sunny Summer. I know not everyone enjoys the heat and
sun but most of us do relish the 'longer' days and evenings to sit outside and enjoy a meal and
a drink especially with family or friends.

The early Christians met almost daily to share in prayer, singing and the 'breaking of bread'
in memory of the Last Supper of Jesus and His disciples. A special form of fellowship
developed---the widows and orphans were looked after by 'deacons’ appointed by the
apostles, Otherwise they would have had to join the great numbers of the destitute who
roamed the wilderness places of the middle east, always at risk of physical danger.

As we reach yet another General Election all the talk is of hard work, reward, tax and cuts
with very little interest shown by any party in the most needy and vulnerable who are
portrayed as scroungers and shirkers when in reality they might be the victim of ill-health,
disability or the inadequacies of the 'market’. There are certainly those who fiddle and
sponge but they are certainly not all common or ordinary and they are very much the

people who Jesus called His neighbour(and are therefore ours' also).

I wonder what any party's view or policy is on Food Banks, soup kitchens etc.

Let's pray for all our parliamentary candidates to use their hearts as well as their

brains when asking for our X in the box on May 7th.

God Bless, Philip.

Reverend Philip Derbyshire
The Vicarage
2 High Street North

Stewkley

Leighton Buzzard

Lu7 OHH

Church Duties Cleaning Flowers Mowing
May 2nd Colin/ Caroline Lane Ann Peter Curry
May 9th Gordon/ Ann Ann Andy

May 16th Alex/ Anita Colin Adam
May 23" Colin/Gay Colin Phil
May 30" ? ? Gordon
June 6™ Colin/Caroline TBA Nigel
May

2015
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RJW CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING LTD
We don’t cut corners, we clean them

SERVICES INCLUDE: -

* Carpet & upholstery
cleaning

* Fabric protectors

® Stain removal

¢ Leather cleaning

* Rug cleaning

* Curtain cleaning

* Dust mite removal

* Maintenance Programs

100% MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE

For a free no-obligation quote
please call us on 01296 482 536

or visit our website at
www.rjwcarpetcleaning.co.uk

NCCA Registered No: 1314

| BUTLERS

SPECIALISTS IN AIRPORT & LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

* FIXED PRICES - WHAT WE QUOTE IS WHAT YOU PAY
* NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR WEEKENDS,
BANK HOLIDAYS OR UNSOCIAL HOURS
* ACCOUNT FACILITIES WELCOMED
* OPERATE 24/7

FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE

PLEASE CALL US

01296 283577

EMAIL: BUTLERSCARS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUTLERS-PRIVATE-HIRE-CARS-AYLESBURY.COM

LOUISE DAVIS CATERING

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 641179
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ParrottRCoales..- P:

SOLICITORS

A traditional law firm with
modern values

)
N J]

Ay AN R

Superior service and excellent legal support
Aylesbury’s premier law firm, providing services in:

» Business Services e Commercial * Property
* Employment ¢ Private Client e Family
» Notarial Services * Personal Injury

For a free, no obligation discussion and quote, or for all legal queries:
Please call us on 01296 318500 or e-mail us at law@ParrottandCoalesl. L P.co.uk

rrott & Coales LLP Solicitors =~~~ Tel:01296 318500 .

urbon Street Aylesbury, HP20 2RS "WWW.Pa?rottandCoalesLLPco.uk

&
»

e
[ 7.
& ami
w_aw Y
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ANNETTE GESOFF ACMT

Fully Qualified
Massage Therapist

Member of the Federation of
Holistic Therapists

CERTIFICATE
IN ADVANCED
\ CLINICAL

MASSAGE

Massage can be beneficial for
many conditions —

see my website for further information:
www.gesoffmassage.co.uk
Please phone:
01525 240135 or 07709 629283
Or email:

enquiry@gesoffmassage.co.uk

May
2015
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Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club
630 Club

AVDC
Baby & Toddlers Group

Bingo

Book Club
Bus Enquiries
Buses

Chronicle Advertising
Chronicle Distribution

Chronicle Editorial

Church Mowing Rota

Church Room Hire
Citizens Advice

Bucks County Council

County Councillor
Dial-A-Ride

District Councillor
Doctor - emergency
Fete Coordinator
G.N.OMES.
Hospital

Ladies Club

Member of Parliament

Milkman
Mobile Library
NHS Direct
Parish Clerk

Parish Council Leader

Police Emergencies

Police Non-Emergency

David Gray
Andy Bystra
Switchboard

Kim Gayler

Pam Dixon
Sondra Dickason
John Hardcastle
Travel line

L&S

Phil Corrigan
Marisa Abel Smith
Zandy Ayres

Phil Corrigan
Gordon Kemp
Tracy Hinds
Aylesbury
Switchboard
Netta Glover

Peter Cooper
(out of hours)
David Gray
Carol Spooner
Stoke Mandeville
Shirley Ford
John Bercow MP
Ron Miller Dairies
Buckingham
24 hr Advice Line
Paul Bruton
Peter Shorrock

Police Wing Police Station
Railways Chiltern Railways
Ramblers Club Colin Higgs

Rector Rev Philip Derbyshire
Refuse Collection Enquiries

Royal British Legion Alan Jones

Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult
RSPCA Enquiries

Scouts Nikki Reeve

Whist Colin Higgs
Wingrave Pre School ~ Kelly Targell
Wingrave Post Office PO Only

Wingrave Post Office  Stores

Wingrave School Office

Please advise of any errors or omissions

07935 414495
681690
585858
681123
681626
682249
688070

0870 6082608
415468
688191
681411
682419
688191
681763
688479

0870 1264056
395000
688357
330088
681250
331511
681952
681544
315000
681865
714240
482838
01280 813229
0845 4647
682322
681260
999 or 112
0845 8505505
396163/4
0870 5165165
681343
01625 240287
585510
6823066
681262
08705 555999
681372
681343
681127
682964
681696
681436

The neighbourhood policing team works
on issues identified by local residents and
businesses.

To contact them call

101

This is a non-emergency number.
Alternatively, email them on:

WingNorthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

WINGRAVE POST OFFICE
AND STORES

21 Winslow Road, Wingrave
SHOP 681696 POST OFFICE 682964

Fresh food available to order: Fruit and
Vegetables - order by Wednesday, collect
on Friday/Saturday Bread baked fresh
daily - Large White Split Tin, Small White
Farmhouse, Large and Small Wholemeal,
French Sticks and Baguettes Pastries on
Saturday and Sunday - Croissants, Pain au
Chocolat. Pain au Raisin

PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW
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CHURCH ROOM Bookings

£6 per hour for residents
(Plus metered electricity)

£20 per hour for non-residents

YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL

Peter Shorrock (Chairman)
Qak Farm House — 681260

Paul Bruton (Parish Clerk)

(Plus metered electricity - a returnable deposit of
£50 at the time of booking is required)

Please note that an additional hour over and above
the period of the event must be booked to cover
setting up and clearing away.

Weddings and Christenings -
a fixed charge of £50.

Please contact Tracy Hinds on 688479 if you wish to
book

The Chronicle

Annual Advertising rates (11 issues)
Full Page Back £100
Inside £90
Half Page Inside £50
Quarter Page Inside £35
One Offs Full £20
Half £15
Quarter £10
Seasonal and short term ads are also
accepted at these rates
Send copy and cheque payable to
“The Chronicle’
Phil Corrigan,
5, Nashs Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks.
01296 688191

corriganpc@aol.com

51 The Green — 682322

Richard Clarke
Maplewood, The Green — 681007

Judy Hardcastle
Marloes, Lines Hill — 688070

Kate Curry
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane — 681137

Bob Carvey
12 The Green — 681053

Colin Higgs (Vice Chairman)
6 Wingrave Rd - 681343

District Councillor
Peter Cooper

Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham — 681250
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Colin Higgs — the end of a dynasty.

At the Annual Parochial Church meeting in April it was with some reluctance that the Parochial
Church Council (the PCC) accepted the resignation of long-time member Colin Higgs. Colin has
served the Church as Sexton, Church Warden and Deputy Warden. He will be 80 this year and his
family has been involved with the Church in Aston Abbotts for over 100 years, so he said it was time
to step down and let some of the younger parishioners take up the slack.

To mark the occasion I was asked to write something on the life and times of the Higgs family.

Colin’s great grandfather Richard Higgs, was Sexton of the Church in 1915 (a Sexton looks after the
church and churchyard, typically acting as bell-ringer and gravedigger). His first recorded task was
digging a grave in Cublington. He was followed by Colin’s grandfather, Harry James Higgs, who
became Sexton in 1928 at the age of 44. One of his tasks was lighting the coal fired boiler beneath the
floor of the nave to produce the hot water which heated the Church via pipes that ran under the pews.
This must have involved an early start because Sunday services started with Communion at 8am and
continued with Matins (or morning prayer) at 1 1am through to Evensong at 6pm. So his day of rest
sounds like it was anything but! Colin’s father Frank Higgs, took over in 1941,

After the 2* World War Colin joined the Church choir, he was just 10. Two years later he became a
bell-ringer and started helping his father with the many regular maintenance tasks. This was well
before the age of motorised mowers and during the spring and summer the grass was cut with a scythe
in the open areas or using hand shears between the graves. In the autumn the leaves were cleared from
the paths, gutters and drains (a job that is still done by hand today). Colin received a florin (2
shillings, 10pence in today’s money) for his efforts.

There was no electricity in the Church until well afier the war, hence the coal fired heating and the
organ bellows were pumped by hand, a job that the young Higgs was also asked to do. The electric
motor that now operates the bellows is in the Vestry but a hand written inscription on the panelling

behind the organ records the pumping efforts of another long-time resident of Aston Abbotts ‘Percy
Humphreys 1947°.

Up until 1971 the Church Fete was held in the Abbey grounds, then in 1972 it moved to the gardens
of the Old Vicarage but these proved too small and in 1973 it moved to its present location on the
Green and (with the kind permission of the owners of the Abbey) overflowed into the Grove. Colin
was the organiser for many years though when it moved to The Green it then became the Village Fete
and responsibility has since passed through many hands over the last 30 years.

Colin has also managed the Allotments and organised fundraising activities for the Church. He may
be stepping down from the PCC but is continuing with many of the jobs that he has taken on over the
years, including organising the flowers that decorate the Church windowsills, cleaning the Church

carpets, metalwork, pews etc. as part of the rota of helpers and organising the annual ‘litter pick’
around the village in the spring.

On behalf of the PCC and the parishioners of Aston Abbotts we extend our very grateful
thanks to Colin for all his hard work over the years. We wish him all the very best in his
retirement.

David Gray
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

AVIONICS SPECIALISTS  We also repair TV, DVD and

Prop. David Lewis g1206 682126

(ES'“ bliShed 60 yeﬂl‘s) www.flackwellelectronics.co.uk

ASTON ABBOTTS

WATCHTOWER

Air Quality Sore Bum

Your scribe's wife came home from work : \\
recently to find me sprawled out languishing in
the garden. | pointed out that local radio station
Mix96 had been giving out warnings that older
people should not exert themselves due to
current poor air quality, so | was being careful.
She said she hadn't noticed me doing anything
different. She can be so cruel...

Warning
If Dave Lewis tries to pay you with brand new
£10 or £20 notes - just say noll! //

John Whyte
Burglar Alarm Installer

New systems expertly installed in a mere seven  Being fed up with saddle sores from his hi-tech
hours. road bike Dave Lewis has purchased a new
Mountain Bike. Apparently the 27-speed gears
and suspension makes for a much more
comfortable ride. Dave says the new bike is just
like himself - built for comfort and not for speed.

Fancy That?

Our Glorious Leader caused a raised eyebrow

Free advice: We will send our assistant around
to help choose where to place the siren/
beacon box - preferably around the corner
down the side of the
house where that
nasty flashy light
thingy does not affect

the aesthetics recently. But it wasn't because he admitted to
of the building and watching Poldark...

the horrible shrill No... Our Glorious Leader confessed that he
squeaky thing does found Ross Poldark more attractive than

not disturb anybody. Demelza or Elisabeth! OK... each to his own...

FLACKWELL Eil.ECTRONICS — FREE DELIVERY OF EVERYTHING ‘TO THE GENTRY
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